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The Nativity of Our Lord 

 

Pre-Service Music 

 

Stand 

 

Hymn of Invocation: 370 What Child Is This LSB 370 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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T  Confession and Absolution  T 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

Versicles (Christmas/Epiphany) 

L The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. 

C The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 

  

L On those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. 

C We have seen His glory, the glory of the one and only Son who came from the Father. 

  

L For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 

C In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. 

 

Exhortation 184 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

imploring Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Kneel/Sit 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

Confession of Sins LSB 184 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily 

sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 

the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to 

be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

Absolution LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 

Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Stand 
 

T  Service of the Word  T 

Psalm 96 Psalm 96; antiphon v. 2 

P  2Sing to the LORD, bless his name; 

C   tell of his salvation from day to day. 

P 1Oh sing to the LORD a new song; 

C  sing to the LORD, all the earth! 

P 2Sing to the LORD, bless his name; 

C  tell of his salvation from day to day. 

P 3Declare his glory among the nations, 

C  his marvelous works among all the peoples! 

P 4For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; 

C  he is to be feared above all gods. 

P 5For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, 

C  but the LORD made the heavens. 

P 6Splendor and majesty are before him; 

C  strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 

P 7Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, 

C  ascribe to the LORD glory and strength! 

P 8Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 

C  bring an offering, and come into his courts! 

P 9Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness; 

C  tremble before him, all the earth! 

P 10Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns! 

 Yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved; 

C  he will judge the peoples with equity.” 

P 11Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 

C  let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 

P  12let the field exult, and everything in it! 

C Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy 

P  13before the LORD, for he comes, 

 for he comes to judge the earth. 

C He will judge the world in righteousness, 

 and the peoples in his faithfulness. 

P 2Sing to the LORD, bless his name; 

C  tell of his salvation from day to day. 

 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

  as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
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Hymn: 358 From Heaven Above to Earth I Come LSB 358 sts. 1–2, 15 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day Christmas Midnight 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that as we 

have known the mysteries of that Light on earth we may also come to the fullness of His joys in 

heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 9:2–7 

2 The people who walked in darkness 

 have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

 on them has light shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation; 

 you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 
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 as with joy at the harvest, 

 as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4For the yoke of his burden, 

 and the staff for his shoulder, 

 the rod of his oppressor, 

 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 

 and every garment rolled in blood 

 will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6For to us a child is born, 

 to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

 and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of his government and of peace 

 there will be no end, 

on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

 to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

 from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Titus 2:11–14 

 11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12training us to renounce 

ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 
13waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14who 

gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own 

possession who are zealous for good works. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Hymn: Breath of Heaven Solo: Alissa Martin (10 pm service only) 

Words and Music by Chris Eaton and Amy Grant 

 

Stand 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 2:1-20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

C Glory be to You, O Lord. 
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 1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This 

was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all went to be registered, each to his 

own town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of 

David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5to be registered with 

Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 
7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, 

because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

filled with fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy 

that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 

Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a 

manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and 

saying, 

14“Glory to God in the highest, 

 and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

 15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go 

over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16And 

they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17And when they saw it, 

they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18And all who heard it 

wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in 

her heart. 20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it 

had been told them. 

   

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 
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          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Hymn of the Day: 368 Angels We Have Heard on High LSB 368 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 

 

Offertory: Child of Peace Grace Choir (7 pm service only) 

Words by Nancy Price and Don Besig, Music by Don Besig Flute: Becky Antio 

 

Stand 
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Prayer of the Church 

P Lord God Almighty, we come before You on this most holy night in awe at the wonder and majesty of 

the birth of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. The Savior of the nations has come, and with joy we greet 

our newborn King. Let the proclamation of His birth sound forth throughout the world. Give to Your 

Church faithful pastors to proclaim the good tidings of His birth, and give to Your people willing ears 

to hear and believe. let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P In the birth of Your Son, You have signaled the beginning of a new creation; while we still live in a 

world ravaged by sin, we know that the final victory is Yours. Watch over and keep safe emergency 

workers and all whose vocations keep them from their families this evening for the well-being of our 

families. let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 

P In the birth of Your Son, You have visited and redeemed Your people. Continue to visit all those who 

are lonely, sick, recovering or near death. Let Your presence be a comfort to them, and give them 

perseverance until that time You grant healing, relief, deliverance and peace. let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P In the birth of Your Son, and by His death and resurrection, You have reconciled the world to Yourself. 

Keep us ever mindful that Jesus is for all people, and give us opportunity to tell others the good news 

of His coming so that they can join in the praise of Your holy name. let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P In the birth of Your eternal Son, who is of one substance with You, You visited mankind, and so Your 

eternal Godhead is bound to the body and blood He gives us in the Sacrament of the Altar. Grant 

faith to all who receive this gift, that with sins forgiven and love strengthened they can serve their 

neighbor in joy. let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 

P In the birth of Your Son, You have called people of all times and places into the Body of Christ that is 

the Church. We give You thanks for all the believers who have gone before us, especially those who 

have been with us during Christmases past and are now with You. Give us a sure confidence in Your 

promise of resurrection and eternal life, and bring us at last together with them into Your presence at 

the full coming of Your kingdom. let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Into Your hands, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord.  

C Amen. 

 

T  Service of the Sacrament  T 
Preface 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
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P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is good and right so to do. 

 

Proper Preface 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word 

made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your 

Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and saying: 

 

Sanctus 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 196 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 
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     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 

for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 

them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Sit 
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Distribution of Holy Communion 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION AT GRACE LUTHERAN      

We believe, teach and confess that those who commune receive the true Body and Blood of our Lord---in, 

with and under the bread and wine---for forgiveness of sins and strengthening in faith and life. All baptized, 

believing Christian guests are invited to examine themselves, as exhorted by St. Paul. Those who are in 

agreement with this statement are invited to join us at the Altar. If you have a question regarding this, please 

ask to speak with the Pastor or one of the Elders.        

  

Only individual cups are available. Also, if you would prefer to receive non-alcoholic white grape juice, there 

are individual cups in the center of the tray. If you would prefer a gluten free host, please talk to the pastor or 

an elder. 

 

Distribution Hymn: The Midnight Clear Grace Choir (7 pm service only) 

Words and Music by Ruth Elaine Schram and Aren Newell Williams 

 

Distribution Hymn: 365 Away in a Manger LSB 365 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Hymn: 624 The Infant Priest Was Holy Born LSB 624 

 

 

 
 

5 The veil is torn, our Priest we see, 

As at the rail on bended knee 

Our hungry mouths from Him receive 

The bread of immortality. 
 

7 With cherubim and seraphim 

Our voices join the endless hymn, 

And “Holy, holy, holy” sing 

To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King. 

6 The body of God’s Lamb we eat, 

A priestly food and priestly meat; 

On sin-parched lips the chalice pours 

His quenching blood that life restores. 

  

Text: © 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005358  |  Tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
 

The Dismissal LSB 199 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 

everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
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Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 

implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 

fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

The Candle Lighting 

P Jesus spoke to them, saying, 

C "I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the 

light of life." 

  

P "If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 

C  and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." 

 

Hymn: 387 Joy to the World LSB 387 
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Text and tune: Public domain  

 

Thanksgiving 200 

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endures forever. 

 

Prayer of the Day Christmas Day 

P Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us free from the 

bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Salutation 201 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit. 

 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

P Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
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Hymn to Depart: 363 Silent Night, Holy Night LSB 363 sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acknowledgments 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 

Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. 


