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The Baptism of Our Lord 

Pre-Service Music 

 

Stand 

 

Hymn of Invocation: 803 Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee LSB 803 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

T  Confession and Absolution  T 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
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Exhortation 184 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

imploring Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Kneel/Sit 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Confession of Sins LSB 184 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily 

sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 

the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to 

be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

Absolution LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 

Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Stand 

 

T  Service of the Word  T 

Kyrie LSB 186 
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day Baptism of Our Lord 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You proclaimed Him Your beloved Son 

and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in their calling 

as Your children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 1:1–5 

 1In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2The earth was without form and void, and 

darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 

 3And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good. And God 

separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And 

there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Romans 6:1–11 

 1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2By no means! How can we 

who died to sin still live in it? 3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 

were baptized into his death? 4We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, 

just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 
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 5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a 

resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might 

be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For one who has died has been set 

free from sin. 8Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9We know that 

Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10For the 

death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11So you also must consider 

yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 173 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Mark 1:4–11 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 

C Glory be to You, O Lord. 

  
4John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 

of sins. 5And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by 

him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather 

belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. 7And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who 

is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8I have baptized 

you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And when 

he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens opening and the Spirit descending on him 

like a dove. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to You, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
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     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Sit 
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Hymn of the Day: 405 To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord LSB 405 

 

 

 
 

5 The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight 

Anointed Christ in glorious sight 

As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall 

To save the world and free us all. 

 

6 Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute; 

This man is Christ, our substitute! 

He was baptized in Jordan’s stream, 

Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme. 
Tune: Public domain 

Text: © 1993 James P. Tiefel. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005358 

 

Sermon 

T  Enrollment of Sponsors  T 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Address to Sponsors 

P Beloved in the Lord, from ancient times the Church has observed the custom of appointing sponsors 

for baptismal candidates and catechumens. In the Evangelical Lutheran Church sponsors are to 

confess the faith expressed in the Apostles’ Creed and taught in the Small Catechism. They are, 

whenever possible, to witness the Baptism of those they sponsor. They are to pray for them, support 

them in their ongoing instruction and nurture in the Christian faith, and encourage them toward the 

faithful reception of the Lord’s Supper. They are at all times to be examples to them of the holy life of 

faith in Christ and love for the neighbor. 

  

P Is it your intention to serve as sponsors in the Christian faith? 

R Yes, with the help of God. 

  

P God enable you both to will and to do this faithful and loving work and with His grace fulfill what we 

are unable to do. 

C Amen. 

 

Collect for the sponsors 

P Let us pray. 

Heavenly Father, grant Your blessing upon these faithful Christians, who have pledged themselves to 

these catechumens as sponsors in Holy Baptism and catechesis. Pour upon them Your Word and 

Spirit that they may faithfully confess the faith to them, support and encourage them in their 

instruction and nurture, and pray for them that they might not fall away from Christ. Enable these 

sponsors to be examples of prayer and faithfulness in hearing the Word of God, receiving the 

Sacraments, confessing sin, and living by faith in Christ’s forgiveness with love toward others. Grant 

that their catechumens might learn from them to suffer under the cross of persecution and affliction 

with steadfastness, patience, and joy, to the glory of the only true God; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

The Peace 

P Peace T be with you. 

C Amen. 

 

T  First Communion Prior to Confirmation  T 

Address to the Congregation 

P Beloved in the Lord, in Holy Baptism these young people were born again as God’s children and 

received into His Church. As a further gift of His love for us, our Lord Jesus Christ has given His Church 

the Sacrament of the Altar and invites His children to receive this Sacrament in faith for the 

forgiveness of their sins. The apostle Paul reminds us, “Let a person examine himself and so eat of the 

bread and drink of the cup,” and “as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the 

Lord’s death until He comes.” These candidates have received instruction and have been examined by 

the pastor regarding their sin and their understanding of the Sacrament of the Altar. 
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Address to the Candidates 

P You are about to be admitted to the Lord’s Table. Holy Scripture describes the life of the Church and 

every baptized Christian with these words: “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 

fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.” You are invited by our Lord to come regularly to 

hear His Word and receive His Sacrament. You will continue to be instructed and nurtured in the 

Christian faith and life. You are invited to confess your sins and receive the comfort of Holy 

Absolution. All this will help you live as the child of God you have been made through Holy Baptism. 

  

In testimony of this faith and confession, I now ask you: 

 

Profession of Faith 

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord, and in the Holy 

Spirit? 

R Yes, I believe. 

  

P Do you believe that Jesus Christ, true God and true man, is your Lord? 

R Yes, I believe. 

 

P Do you believe that you are a sinner? 

R Yes, I believe. 

  

P Do you believe that Jesus Christ died for you and shed His blood for you on the cross for the 

forgiveness of all your sins? 

R Yes, I believe. 

  

P Do you believe that in the Lord’s Supper He gives you His true body and blood for the forgiveness of 

all your sins and to strengthen your faith in Him and your love toward others? 

R Yes, I believe. 

  

P Do you intend to continue to hear and receive the instruction of your Lord, confess your sins, and 

receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully throughout your life? 

R Yes, with the help of God. 

  

P I therefore invite you to the Lord’s Supper to receive Christ’s precious body and blood for the 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Address to the Congregation 

P Parents, sponsors, and members of the congregation, the whole Church shares with you the 

responsibility and concern for the ongoing instruction and spiritual care of these young people. I now 

ask you, will you intercede for them in prayer and, as much as you are able, give them your counsel 

and aid that, in communion with the Church, they may grow up to lead a godly life to the praise and 

honor of Jesus Christ? Then answer: We will, with the help of God. 
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C We will, with the help of God. 

 

Stand 

 

Collect for multiple candidates 

P Let us pray. 

Heavenly Father, whose Son Jesus Christ loved the young and called them to Himself, we ask You to 

bless these young people. Strengthen them in the faith through the Sacrament of Christ’s body and 

blood so that they may grow spiritually and bring forth the fruits of faith in a life of love toward others 

to the praise and honor of Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

The Peace 

P We rejoice with thankful hearts in your confession of faith. As you continue to hear the Lord’s Word 

and receive His holy Supper, He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day 

of Jesus Christ. Peace T be with you. 

C Amen. 
 

All return to their places. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

L  In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the proclamation of 

the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this nation, for our cities and communities, our leaders, and the military who protects us including 

.... and for the common welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the sick and for all those who care for them, including .... let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.  Amen. 

  

Sit 

 

Special Music: Come, Let Us Eat Grace Chior 

Arranged by Robert Rhein 

 

Stand 
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T  Service of the Sacrament  T 

Preface 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is good and right so to do. 

 

Proper Preface 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from 

before the foundation of the world You have made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being 

found in the substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your glory. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus 195 
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Lord’s Prayer 196 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 

for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 

them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 
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Sit 

 

Distribution of Holy Communion 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION AT GRACE LUTHERAN      

We believe, teach and confess that those who commune receive the true Body and Blood of our Lord---in, 

with and under the bread and wine---for forgiveness of sins and strengthening in faith and life. All baptized, 

believing Christian guests are invited to examine themselves, as exhorted by St. Paul. Those who are in 

agreement with this statement are invited to join us at the Altar. If you have a question regarding this, please 

ask to speak with the Pastor or one of the Elders.        

  

Only individual cups are available. Also, if you would prefer to receive non-alcoholic white grape juice, there 

are individual cups in the center of the tray. If you would prefer a gluten free host, please talk to the pastor or 

an elder. 

 

Distribution Hymn: 598 Once in the Blest Baptismal Waters LSB 598 

1 Once in the blest baptismal waters 

    I put on Christ and made Him mine; 

Now numbered with God’s sons and daughters, 

    I share His peace and love divine. Refrain 

 

ref O God, for Jesus’ sake I pray 

Your peace may bless my dying day. 

 

2 His body and His blood I’ve taken 

    In His blest Supper, feast divine; 

Now I shall never be forsaken, 

    For I am His, and He is mine. Refrain 
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3 And thus I live in God contented 

    And die without a thought of fear; 

My soul has to God’s plans consented, 

    For through His Son my faith is clear. Refrain 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005358 

Tune: Hymn 566 By Grace I’m Saved  |  Tune: Public domain 

 

Distribution Hymn: 637 Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord LSB 637 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 

 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

 

The Dismissal LSB 199 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 

everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 



15 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thanksgiving 200 

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endures forever. 

 

Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 

implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 
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fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Salutation 201 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit. 

 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

P Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
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Hymn to Depart: 602 The Gifts Christ Freely Gives LSB 602 

 

 

 

 
 

5 The gifts are in the feast, 

    Gifts far more than we see; 

Beneath the bread and wine 

    Is food from Calvary. 

The body and the blood 

    Remove our ev’ry sin; 

We leave His presence in 

    His peace, renewed again. 

 

6 All glory to the One 

    Who lavishes such love; 
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The triune God in love 

    Assures our life above. 

His means of grace for us 

    Are gifts He loves to give; 

All thanks and praise for His 

    Great love by which we live! 
Tune: Public domain 

Text: © 2001 Richard C. Resch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005358 

 

Closing Response 

P Go in Peace and Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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